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Autumn had come to the forest.
The animals were preparing for winter,
each one gathering supplies.

Among the treetops flashed the red tails
of squirrels collecting nuts and acorns
to survive the winter cold.

Suddenly, among the leaves,
came the desperate cry of Matylda the squirrel:

̶ Where are my supplies?
All my nuts are gone!

Distraught, Matylda leapt from branch to branch
and suddenly spotted the squirrel Veronica
running away with a bag full of nuts.

̶ Give me back my nuts!
̶ begged Matylda.

̶ HA HA HA!
You hid them too poorly!
Now they are mine! ̶
laughed Veronica as she ran off
with Matylda’s nuts.

The forest birds heard Matylda’s cries
and flew to her aid.

̶ Chirp, chirp, Matylda!
Let’s go to Judge Owl.
She will surely find a solution.

Owl convened the Forest Court.
She listened to Matylda
and the witnesses of the theft.

Then, on an oak leaf,
she wrote with her sharp talon
that Veronica the squirrel must
return all the nuts taken from Matylda.

Owl hooted:
̶ We need someone to carry out this task!

̶ But who could do it?



The animals thought long and hard
about who would be the most brave,
persistent and honest.

The wolf is too aggressive,
the fox too cunning,
and the rabbit too timid.

Their eyes finally turned to
Stefan the Badger,
who had been calmly listening.

Owl hooted:
̶ Badger, perhaps you could do it.
You are strong, brave and calm.

Stefan thought:
̶ It’s a very difficult task…
But I can do it!
I will do it for the forest community!

Judge Owl entrusted him
with the oak leaf bearing the judgment,
and Stefan set to work.

He took the leaf in his paws
and went to Veronica’s tree hollow.

̶ Veronica! Veronica! ̶
he called from below.

The squirrel poked out her nose:
̶ What is it, Badger?
You disturb my rest.

̶ I bring the judgment
of the Forest Court! ̶
he said, holding the oak leaf high.

̶ HA HA HA! Pfft! ̶
snorted Veronica mockingly.
̶ It’s only a leaf!
Tomorrow it will wither!
And the nuts are already in my hollow.

But the badger did not give up.
He climbed the tree
and recovered Matylda’s nuts.

At the foot of the tree, Matylda waited,
happy to have her supplies back
and no longer worried about winter.

Stefan dipped his paw
into blueberry juice



and left a mark on the leaf
to show that the Forest Court’s
judgment had been carried out.

He then placed the leaf
in the Forest Archive
so it would be safely kept.

In this way, Stefan solved the problem
of the forest community
and became the Bailiff Badger.

He received a special badge
so that all the forest animals
would know they could always
turn to him in times of need.

Author: Maria Iwaniuk
Collaboration: Joanna Sawicka-Iwaniuk
Project coordination: Karolina Trykacz-Wnuk, Chair of the Education Committee of the National Council of
Bailiffs
Educational project carried out by the National Council of Bailiffs
© Copyright Maria Iwaniuk
Publisher: Currenda sp. z o.o. ‒ Al. Niepodległo�ci 703A, 81-853 Sopot
www.sklep.currenda.pl
ISBN 978-83-65966-84-1 ‒ First edition, Sopot 2025


