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What is the HCCH?

" |ntergovernmental Organisation
(1893)

" |egislative Mandate:
“progressive unification of the rules
of private international law”

= Develops and adopts HCCH
Conventions and Protocols




88 HCCH Members

87 States + 1 Regional Economic Integration Organisation (EU)

~

L3

B Candidate State _ : . B Member State
Applied for membership Applied for membership, admitted by
(six-month voting period) affirmative vote, must still accept Statute
— - = T m
El Salvador Colombia Honduras Lebanon Mongolia

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by the UN Cartographic Section. The number of States reflects the Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.



154 States/Parties “Connected” to the HCCH

A “Connected” State is either a Member State (incl. candidate and admitted States)

or a Contracting State to one or more of the Hague Conventions

B Member State “Connected” State

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by the UN Cartographic Section. The number of States reflects the Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.



Universal Mandate — Regional Presence

Latin America Regional Office Main Office of the Permanent Bureau Asia Pacific Regional Office
Buenos Aires The Hague Hong Kong

(2005) (2012)

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by the UN Cartographic Section. The number of States reflects the Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.



Pillars of PIL

JURISDICTION

COOPERATION

NB: The HCCH does not deal with substantive law —
instead it across legal systemes,
(incl. civil law, common law, Sharia law) respecting



Civil Procedure
Family & Child &

Commercial
&

Protection Law Recognition . .
Financial Law

of Documents

=  Child Abduction Form of Wills =  Trusts

=  Adoption Apostille = Securities

= Child Protection Service = Choice of Law
= Child Support Evidence

Access to Justice
Choice of Court
Judgments

Protection of Adults
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Apostille (120)

Adoption (103)
Child Abduction (101)

Service (78)

Evidence (63)

Child Protection (53)
Form of Wills (42)

Choice of Court (32)
Child Support (P) (30)
Access to Justice (28)

Trusts (14)
Protection of Adults (13)



1965 Service Convention

Convention of 15 November 1965 on the Service
Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents
in Civil or Commercial Matters




Objectives and advantages

The Service Convention aims to...

= Simplify the methods of transmitting documents to be
served abroad

= Bring actual notice of the document to the addressee
= Facilitate proof of service

= Does not impose specific means or methods of service



Global coverage

78 Contracting parties
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NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by the UN Cartographic Section. The number of States reflects the Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.
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Transmission of a document for
service from one Contracting Party
to another

Judicial or extra-judicial in nature

Relating to a civil or commercial
matter

Address of the person to be served
must be known



Channels of transmission

channel (Art 5)

channels (Arts 8, 9, 10)

channels (Arts 11, 19, 24, 25)



Channels of transmission

Main channel (Art 5)

Central Authority | Model Form | Certificate of Service



REQUESTING STATE

REQUESTED STATE

Request to Serve
Documents

Main Channel

Forwarding Authority
“Requesting State”

il

Certificate
of Service

Service Effected

Central Authority
of the “Requested State”

Competent Authority
of the “Requested State”

gz
il




Forwarding Authority

The law of the Requesting State
determines who is the

The forwarding authority # Central
Authority

Forwarding Authority must use the

The Forwarding Authority may
request a particular method of
service

Forwarding Authority

(“Requesting State”)

Central Authority
(“Requested State”)

Competent Authority

Addressee
(“Requested State”)




Central Authority

Each State determines the organisation
of the

Central Authority the document
or by a
competent authority

Issuance of a (using
the Model Form)

Forwarding Authority
(“Requesting State”)

Central Authority

(“Requested State”)

Competent Authority

Addressee
(“Requested State”)




Model Form

REQUEST
FOR SERVICE ABROAD OF JUDICIAL OR
EXTRAJUDICIAL DOCUMENTS
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Channels of transmission

I I Alternative channels (Arts 8, 9, 10)

Diplomatic/consular channels | Postal channels | Direct communication



Alternative Channels

and consular channels

channel

communication

A Contracting State may object to the use
of any one of these alternative channels



Channels of transmission

Other channels | Bilateral and multilateral agreements

I I I Derogatory channels (Arts 11, 19, 24, 25)



Use of technology

Transmitting a document
by electronic means

(as provided for by the Convention) ‘
\
dilb

Executing the request by

electronic means

(as provided for by domestic law)



HCCH website

www.hcch.net

INSTRUMENTS PROJECTS GOVERNANCE PUBLICATIONS & STUDIES

\ MEMBERS & PARTIES
|

: Mew Members, requests

Connecter  Probiger  Coapérer Ds
Conracling Prolsctig Cotgesaling

Councdl on General Affairs and Policy - Conclusions &
Decisions now..

SEE ALL NEWS HCCH VIDEO

@ Access to Justice

@ Apostille @ Choice of Law in Contracts
ii' @ Choice of Court uu‘-‘ @ Securities A
Evidence @ Trusts

@ Protection of Adults @ Form of Wills
@ Protection of Children - —

# Cohabitation outside marriage COMINE meetings

@ Family agreements involving children

@ INCADAT Sealicti anding Committes Meeting

I 4 - @ Jurisdiction .
: iI?IE;GTTIH Y e arke P e 0 @ Parentage/Surrogacy } @ Experts’ Group on the e-APP @
& e APP @ Protection Orders & New Technologies

@ Post-Convention Projects
@ Tourists and Visitors (ODR) Project @ CDR



ELIZABETH ZORRILLA

Legal Officer

secretariat@hcch.net
www.hcch.net



mailto:secretariat@hcch.net
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